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requires long study to discover. And how difficult it is to
judge of political conduct, or legislative proceedings, may
be easily discovered by observing how often the most
skilful statesmen are mistaken, and how frequently the
laws require to be amended.

If then, my lords, the people judge for themselves on
these subjects, they must necessarily determine without
knowledge of the questions, and their decisions are then
of small authority. If they receive, implicitly, the dictates
of others, and blindly adopt the opinions of those who, have
gained their favour and esteem, their applauses and com-
plaints are, with respect to themselves, empty sounds,
which they utter as the organs of their leaders. Nor are
the desires of the people gratified when their petitions are
granted ; nor their grievances overlooked when their mur-
murs are neglected.

As it is no reproach to the people that they cannot be
the proper judges of the conduct of the government, so
neither are they to be censured when they complain of
injuries not real, and tremble at the apprehension of se-
verities unintended. Unjust complaints, my lords, and
unreasonable apprehensions, are to be imputed to those
who court their regard only to deceive them, and exalt
themselves to reputation by rescuing 'them from griev-
ances that were never felt, and averting dangers that were
never near.

He only who makes the happiness of the people his
endeavour, loves them with a true affection and a rational
tenderness, and he certainly consults their happiness who
contributes to still all groundless clamours, and appease all
useless apprehensions, who employs his care, not only to
preserve their quiet and their liberty, but to secure them
from the fear of losing it, who not only promotes the means
of happiness, but enables them to enjoy it.

Thus, it appears, my lords, that it is possible to be a
friend, at the same time, to the people and the administra-
tion, and that no man can more deserve their confidence
and applause, than he that dissipates their unreasonable
terrours, and contributes to reconcile them to a good go-
vernment.